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Bradley A. Smith is the Josiah H. Blackmore II/Shirley M. Nault Professor of Law at Capital 

University in Columbus, Ohio and a 2018-19 Visiting Fellow in the James Madison Program in 

the Department of Politics at Princeton University. He previously held the Judge John T. 

Copenhaver, Jr. Chair of Law at West Virginia University and has also taught at the Antonin Scalia 

Law School at George Mason University. In addition to his professorship, Smith is the Founder 

and Chairman of the Institute for Free Speech in Alexandria, Virginia. 

 

Nominated by President Clinton to a designated Republican seat, Professor Smith served on the 

Federal Election Commission from 2000 to 2005, including as Vice Chair of the Commission in 

2003 and Chair of the Commission in 2004. He is the author of “Unfree Speech: The Folly of 

Campaign Finance Reform” (Princeton University Press, 2001) and is the co-author of Voting 

Rights and Election Law, a leading casebook in the field. He has published over 30 articles in 

academic journals, including the Election Law Journal, The George Washington Law Review, The 

Georgetown Law Journal, the Harvard Business Law Review, the University of Pennsylvania Law 

Review, and the Yale Law Journal, among others. His work has been cited by the United States 

Supreme Court on multiple occasions. 

 

He is Chairman of the Board of the 1851 Center for Constitutional Law, Chair of the Buckeye 

Institute for Public Policy Studies, a member of the Editorial Board of the Election Law Journal, 

and the Board of Advisors of the Harvard Journal of Law and Public Policy.  

 

Professor Smith received his B.A., cum laude, from Kalamazoo College and his J.D., cum laude, 

from Harvard Law School. 
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